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in their hands, plunge into the water. But the waves, more
powerful than the very gods so highly honoured, often strike
down "both priests and images, so that the latter are only
rescued with considerable difficulty. The Eajah also bathes
at the same time in the sea ; and the festival closes the same
evening, with the return of the images to the sanctuaries.

Another ceremony in connection with these festivals is
called " Palli Vetta," or " Eoyal Hunting." The Maharajah
goes in similar procession to another part of the suburbs.
Two or three soft unripe cocoa-nuts being placed at the foot
of a tree, his Highness takes a bow, and fitting an arrow in
it, shoots three times into the nuts. This is probably a
relic of great hunting expeditions, in which the sovereigns
of the country were wont to indulge in former times.

Another festival, regarded as of very special importance,
and celebrated at great cost, is that called " Murajabam," or
" customary prayer." This occurs at intervals of six years,
and is supposed to be eminently conducive to the defence of
the kingdom and people, the procuring of a regular supply
of rain, and the general safety and prosperity of the country.
It is designed also to atone for any imperfection, or sins of
ignorance and omission, in other religious observances.

This festival occupies eight weeks, usually in the months
of November and December. The chief priest of the
JSTamburis, a kind of Hindu Pontiff, travels from the Cochin
country to Trevandrum in great state, to preside at and cele-
brate the various solemnities of the festival. On his way he
is accompanied from district to district by numerous followers,
and is attended by the local officials of government. Loud
cries of "Hari Kama," "Han Kama," are uttered by his
bearers, the sacred shell is blown to announce his approach,
and all persons of inferior caste are warned and driven off to
the prescribed distance.

When nearing the palace, the sacred procession is met by